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SESSION FORMAT


01
THE COMMITTEE + THE MISSION


SIGNIFICANCE OF BSQ
----


02
ENGAGEMENT RECAP


03
SIGNIFICANCE OF BSQ 


04
SIGNAGE 


05
DESIGN | IMPACT | TIMELINE


06
BREAK-OUT STATIONS
SIGNAGE/HISTORY
TRANSPORTATION + PEDESTRIAN ENHANC. 
PLACEMAKING + DESIGN







I. THE COMMITTEE + THE MISSION
WHO + WHY?







THE COMMITTEE
o MEMBERS OF JOURNAL SQUARE 


COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
o HISTORY COMMITTEE
o TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE


o MEMBERS OF BERGEN SQUARE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY


o OLD BERGEN CHURCH
o GROCERY STORE OWNER
o COMMERCIAL DISTRICT SERVICES
o CULTURAL AFFAIRS
o COUNCILMAN
o CITY PLANNING
o CITY ENGINEERING


o P.S. 11







THE MISSION


o STRENGTHEN THE 
HISTORIC IDENTITY OF 
BERGEN SQUARE


o ACTIVATE BERGEN 
SQUARE TO BE A 
VIBRANT PUBLIC SPACE







THE MISSION


o STRENGTHEN THE 
HISTORIC IDENTITY OF 
BERGEN SQUARE


o ACTIVATE BERGEN 
SQUARE TO BE A 
VIBRANT PUBLIC SPACE


+ SAFETY FOR    
ALLUSERS







II. ENGAGEMENT RECAP
BERGEN SQUARE DAY – MAY 2019
2019 ONLINE SURVEY







ENGAGEMENT AT BSQ DAY 2019







VISION BOARD CONCLUSIONS
ROAD DIETINTERSECTION 


TREATMENT


FLEXIBLE 
TABLES + 
CHAIRS


VARIED 
OPTION 
BENCH 


PROTECTED BIKE 
LANES 


+ BUS SHELTERS


PLANTINGS! 
IN ANY FORM!







2019 SURVEY
(162 PARTICIPANTS)







III. SIGNIFICANCE OF BERGEN SQUARE
HISTORY + CULTURAL EXCHANGE







BERGEN SQUARE HISTORY 
o Established in 1660 


• incorporated village of Bergen by the 
Dutch West India Company


o Land long utilized by the Lenni Lenape 
Native American people. 


o Built in part by enslaved Africans 


o The oldest continuously inhabited European settlement in New Jersey


o Longest serving home to a public school in the United States.


WANT TO LEARN MORE? CHECK OUT THE BOARD! 







BERGEN SQUARE SIGNIFICANCE


One of the earliest locations 
of cultural exchange 
among indigenous people, 
enslaved Africans, and 
European colonizers, 
Bergen Square remains a 
vibrant nexus for cultural 
interaction among 
residents and visitors from 
all over the world.







IV. SIGNAGE
HISTORY OF THE SITE







IDENTIFY THE SQUARE
o WELCOME TO BERGEN SQUARE 


SIGNS ADDED OCTOBER 2021


o BERGEN SQUARE DAY 2019







HISTORY + WAYFINDING
o COLLABORATIVE PROCESS WITH COMMITTEE


o 2-SIDED SIGN WITH WAYFINDING + HISTORIC 
INFORMATION


CHECK OUT THE HISTORIC INFO MOCK-UP! 


o FUTURE “GATEWAY” SIGNAGE







LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
o THE LENAPE CENTER


o LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
WORKSHOP


o DESIGN AND CONTENT TBD FOLLOWING 
WORKSHOP PARTICIPATION AND 
COORDINATION WITH THE LENAPE 
CENTER AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS







V. DESIGN | IMPACT | TIMELINE







EXISTING







EXISTING


BUS STOP
(SB)


BUS STOP
(NB)


EXISTING TREES


2-WAY ON ACADEMY


LEFT TURN LANE OFTEN 
USED FOR PASSING BUS


SURFACE PARKING
(6 SPACES)


BIKE RACKS


PROTECTED CYCLE TRACK


SCHOOL BUS DROP-OFF
SURFACE PARKING
(6 SPACES)


CURB CUTS
(CONFLICT POINTS)


CHECK OUT THE BOARD FOR MORE INFO! 


ACADEMY ST


BE
R


G
EN


 A
VE







EXISTING







NJDOT’S TRANSIT VILLAGE GRANT
o Supports municipalities who have made 


a commitment to grow in the area 
surrounding a transit facility in order to 
advance the state’s goals of reduced 
auto-dependency and cleaner air and 
water.


o Jersey City was awarded two NJDOT 
Transit Village grants totaling $425,000 
to support pedestrian, cyclist, transit, 
and placemaking improvements to 
Bergen Square, which falls within the 
Journal Square Transit Village.







PROPOSED NOTE: THESE ARE WORKING 
DRAWINGS + SUBJECT TO CHANGE







RAISED INTERSECTION


BUS SHELTER


BUS STOP ISLAND
WITH BUS SHELTER
(ADA ACCESSIBLE)


“LAWN”


EXISTING TREES TO REMAIN


NEW PLANTINGS


1-WAY ON ACADEMY
(ON-STREET PARKING)


SB “PASS”ING AREA
(LEFT TURN REMOVED)


GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE


BOLLARDS


PLANTERS


BIKE RACKS


LENAPE INSPIRED 
BANDING


WELL INTERPRETATION 


PROTECTED CYCLE TRACK


SCHOOL BUS DROP-OFF


CHECK OUT THE BOARDS FOR MORE INFO! 


PROPOSED NOTE: THESE ARE WORKING 
DRAWINGS + SUBJECT TO CHANGE







ACADEMY ST | 1-WAY | OPT. 1


EXISTING CIRCULATIONPROPOSED CIRCULATION


NOTE: THESE ARE WORKING 
DRAWINGS + SUBJECT TO CHANGE







EXISTING CIRCULATIONPROPOSED CIRCULATION


ACADEMY ST | 1-WAY | OPT. 2 NOTE: THESE ARE WORKING 
DRAWINGS + SUBJECT TO CHANGE







PUBLIC PARKING REALLOCATION NOTE: THESE ARE WORKING 
DRAWINGS + SUBJECT TO CHANGE







EXISTING NOTE: THESE ARE WORKING 
DRAWINGS + SUBJECT TO CHANGE







PROPOSED NOTE: THESE ARE WORKING 
DRAWINGS + SUBJECT TO CHANGE







IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE


“FURNISHINGS”


MAY
2022


JUNE
2022


JULY
2022


AUG
2022


SEPT
2022


OCT
2022


BEYOND


PSEG WORK


1-WAY TEST


BERGEN 
SQUARE DAY


9/10/22
ACADEMY ST


STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
CONCRETE + ASPHALT
• RAISED INTERSECTION
• SURFACE TREATMENTS
• GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
• CLOSING OF SURFACE LOTS
• ACADEMY DIRECTION 


CHANGE
• SIGNAGE
• STREET FURNITURE 


• SIGNAGE CONT.
• BUS SHELTERS
• STREET FURNITURE CONT.
• LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT


INFO ONLINE
REVIEW/COMMENT


NOTE: TIMELINE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE







VI. BREAK-OUT STATIONS
SIGNAGE + HISTORY
TRANSPORTATION + PEDESTRIAN ENHANCEMENTS 
PLACEMAKING + DESIGN







Contact
Liz Opper, AICP 
Urban Designer | eopper@jcnj.org


Bergen Square Day 2022 
Saturday, September 10th 12pm-6pm
www.bergensquareday.com


Bergen Square City Website
jcnj.org/bergensquare


THANKS FOR JOINING!





		Slide Number 1

		Slide Number 2

		Slide Number 3

		Slide Number 4

		Slide Number 5

		Slide Number 6

		Slide Number 7

		Slide Number 8

		Slide Number 9

		Slide Number 10

		Slide Number 11

		Slide Number 12

		Slide Number 13

		Slide Number 14

		Slide Number 15

		Slide Number 16

		Slide Number 17

		Slide Number 18

		Slide Number 19

		Slide Number 20

		Slide Number 21

		Slide Number 22

		Slide Number 23

		Slide Number 24

		Slide Number 25

		Slide Number 26

		Slide Number 27

		Slide Number 28

		Slide Number 29

		Slide Number 30

		Slide Number 31

		Slide Number 32




